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We only get one chance to prepare our students for a future that none of us can possibly predict.

What are we going to do with that one chance? The world has entered an era of the most profound

and challenging change in human history. Most of our children are not prepared, and we know it.

Parents around the world see the change and know that the traditional three Rs - reading, writing

and arithmetic - are necessary, but not enough. Their children need to become far more

responsible, creative, and tolerant of differences. They need to increase their ability to think for

themselves, take initiative, get along with others, and solve problems. Business leaders are not

finding people whose skills and character match the demands of today's global economy, including

strong communication; teamwork; analytical, technology, and organizational skills - young people

who are self-motivated, creative, and who have a strong work ethic. How will we bridge this

ever-widening gap? The Leader in Me is the story of a growing number of extraordinary schools,

parents, and business leaders around the world who are preparing a generation of children to truly

lead their own lives and meet the great challenges and opportunities of the 21st century. The

Leader in Me shows how easy it is to incorporate these skills into daily life. It is a timely answer to

many of the challenges facing today's young people, businesses, parents, and educators - one that

is perfectly matched to the global demands of the 21st century.
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This book caught my eye because I have been looking at how education will change to deal with the

increasing need for more creativity and innovation within all employees in the future. This book



provides a good overview of some changes tried by a number of primarily elementary schools that I

did not know about, so it fulfills my need. However, it is primarily an overview. One looking for more

of a how to do it will be disappointed.Basically, the book tells the story of how, in particular, A.C.

Combs Elementary School has adopted the seven habits as a kind of value set underlying the

traditional curriculum across the school. Other schools are also cited, but with much less detail.

Students have done very well, even on the standardized exams that are so important to schools

today. In my experience this emphasis on underlying values is one key to a new generation of

education, so this material validated what I have been seeing and provided other reinforcing

models. (The idea of values is not "being good" but rather a way of life that brings success.) The

seven habits do provide a good basis for leadership, and I am now considering how they can add to

the initiatives I am doing. However, our focus on creativity and innovation means we use other

values that reach beyond the seven habits, primarily think-team-trust. This does not detract from the

value of the stories told here to stimulate more thinking about the ideal next generation of education

for the 21st Century.Note that Covey's company apparently now has a large business in providing

materials and training for education activities such as those cited in the book. One could perceive

this book as a sales pitch.

If you, as a parent, teacher, or mentor, are interested in fostering your child's growth in every

aspect, then this book is incredibly helpful in doing so. The Leader in Me: How Schools and Parents

Around the World Are Inspiring Greatness, One Child At a Time has real-life examples of case

studies, such as the focus on A.B. Combs Elementary with over 800 students who represent 58

countries and 27 languages. With the strategy of "Developing Leaders One Child at a Time" they

based their principles in both the 7 Habits and the Baldrige Program (see: [...] In this book there are

implementable ideas for not only teachers and programs of involvement and leadership for children,

but ways as a parent you could come up with similar practices at home and with the family doing

outreach and community projects.In the "Aligning for Success" chapter, you find practices taught to

the children and many acronyms for education. If you read Malcolm Gladwell's most recent book

Outliers: The Story of Success some of these things will sound familiar to you already. In the

"Unleashing a Culture of Leadership" chapter, you'll see some ideas of traditions to incorporate, like:

Leadership Day, Inaugural Ball, International Festival, Silver-Tray Luncheon, Service Projects and

Celebrate Success Day. There are, of course, a lot of evidence from other schools who incorporate

the 7 Habits into their curriculum and the stats provided, and a lot of talk about the 7 Habits.
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